IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend Claims 1, 20, 32 and 37. The following is a complete listing of 
claims and replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the present application: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A communication system comprising: 
a controller; 

a source node including a first connection control register: and 
a destination node including first and s e c o nd input regist e rs a second connection 
control register : and 

a source node including firs t and sec o nd o u t put registers, 

wherein said c o ntr o ller is adapted t o access the first and the sec o nd in p u t r egiste r s 
and the first and tlie sec o nd o utput r egiste r s, and 

wherein said controller is adapted t o obtain informati o n about a c o mmunica t i o n 
capability of said s o ui - ce n o de fr o m tlie firs t o utpu t register, t o o btain informati o n abou t a 
c o mmunica t ion ca p abili t y o f said d e stination n o de fr o m tlie first input regist e r, to select a first or 
a second communication protocol using the informati o n o btained fi - om tlie firs t o ut p u t and input 
registers as a communication protocol to be used between said source node and said destination 
node, to set a logical connection to be used between said source node and said destination node, 
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to st o r e access the first connection control register to store therein information for the 
communication protocol selected by said controller and information for the logical connection set 
by said controller in tlic sec o nd o utput r egiste r, and to store access the second connection control 
register to store therein information for the communication protocol selected by said controller 
and information for the logical connection set by said controller in tlic sec o nd input register . 

Claims 2 and 3 (canceled) 

Claim 4 (previously presented): A communication system according to Claim 1, 
wherein the first communication protocol is a communication protocol that uses a broadcast 
communication. 

Claims 5 and 6 (canceled) 

Claim 7 (previously presented): A communication system according to Claim 1 , 
wherein the second communication protocol is a conununication protocol that does not use a 
broadcast communication. 
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Claims 8-16 (canceled) 

Claim 17 (previously presented): A communication system according to Claim 1, 
wherein said controller, said source node, and said destination node are adapted to communicate 
with each other using a communication unit connectable to a serial bus. 

Claim 18 (previously presented): A communication system according to Claim 1, 
wherein said controller, said source node, and said destination node are adapted to communicate 
with each other using a communication unit conforming to an IEEE 1394-1995 standard. 

Claim 19 (canceled) 

Claim 20 (currently amended): A communication method for a communication 
system that includes a controller, a source node including a first connection control register, and 
a destination node including first and second inpu t registers a second connection control register . 
and a source n o de including first and s e cond output r egis t ers, wherein tlic c o nti 'o llcr is adapted t o 
access the first and tlie second inpu t r egisters and tli e first and tl^c sec o nd o u tp ut r egisters, said 
method comprising the steps of: 
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obtaining informati o n about a c o mmunicati o n capability of tlie soui ' cc n o de fr o m 
tlic firs t out p ut r e gist e r; 

obtdiiiiug information about a c o mmunicati o n capability of tlic destinati o n node 
from tlie first input registe r ; 

selecting a first or a second communication protocol using tli e inf o miati o n 
o btained from tlie first o u t pu t and inpu t registers as a communication protocol to be used 
between the source node and the destination node in the controller : 

setting a logical connection to be used between the source node and the 
destination node in the controller : 

s t oring accessing the first connection control register to store therein information 
for the communication protocol selected in said selecting step by the controller and information 
for the logical cormection set in said se t ting step in tlic sec o nd o u t put r egiste r by this controller : 
and 

storing accessing the second connection control register to store therein 
information for the communication protocol selected in said selecting ste p by the controller and 
information for the logical connection set in said se tt ing step in tlie sec o nd inpu t r egis t er by the 
controller. 
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Claims 21-26 (canceled) 



Claim 27 (previously presented): A communication method according to Claim 
20, wherein the first communication protocol is a communication protocol that uses a broadcast 
communication. 

Claim 28 (previously presented): A communication method according to Claim 
20, wherein the second communication protocol is a communication protocol that does not use a 
broadcast communication. 

Claim 29 (previously presented): A communication method according to Claim 
20, wherein the controller, the source node, and the destination node are adapted to 
communication with each other using a communication unit connectable to a serial bus. 

Claim 30 (previously presented): A communication method according to Claim 
20, wherein the controller, the source node, and the destination node are adapted to communicate 
with each other using a communication unit conforming to an IEEE 1394-1995 standard. 
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Claim 3 1 (canceled) 

Claim 32 (currently amended): A controller, which controls a logical connection 
between a source node that includes first and s e c o nd o u tp ut registers a first connection control 
register and a destination node that includes firs t and sec o nd input registers, wherem said 
controller is adapted to access tlie first and s e c o nd input r egisters and tlie first and sec o nd o utput 
r egiste r s a second connection control register , said controller comprising: 

a controlling unit adapted t o o btain inf o rmati o n ab o ut a c o mmunication capabili t y 
o f the soui ' cc node fr o m the first output register, t o o btain inf o rmati o n about a c o mmunication 
capability of tlie destinati o n n o de from tli e first input r egis t e r , to select a first or a second 
communication protocol using tlie inf or mation o btained fr o m tlic fi r st o u t put and inpu t registe r s 
as a communication protocol to be used between said source node and said destination node , to 
set a logical connection to be used between the source node and the destination node, to st or e 
access the first connection control register to store therein information for the selected 
communication protocol and information for the set logical connection in tli e second o u t put 
r egiste r, and to store access the second connection control register to store therein information for 
the selected communication protocol and information for the set logical connection in tlie second 
inpu t r egiste r. 
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Claim 33 (previously presented): A controller according to claim 32, wherein the 
first communication protocol is a communication protocol that uses a broadcast communication. 



Claim 34 (previously presented): A controller according to claim 32, wherein the 
second communication protocol is a communication protocol that does not use a broadcast 
communication. 

Claim 35 (previously presented): A controller according to claim 32, wherein the 
source node and the destination node are adapted to communicate with each other using a 
communication unit connectable to a serial bus. 

Claim 36 (previously presented): A controller according to claim 32, wherein the 
source node and the destination node are adapted to communication with each other using a 
communication unit conforming to an IEEE 1394-1995 standard. 

Claim 37 (currently amended): A method for a controller, which controls a 
logical connection between a source node that includes first and sec o nd o utput registe r s a first 
connection control register and a destination node that includes first and sec o nd input registers, 
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whe r ein the contr o lle r is adapted t o access tlic fii ' St aiid sec o nd input r e gisters and tli e first aiid 
sec o nd o utput registers a second connection control register, said method comprising the steps 
of: 

o btaining information ab o u t a c o mmunica t i o n capabili t y of the som - ce n o de fr o m 
tlie first o utput r e gister; 

ubtaiiiing informati o n about a c o nmiunicati o n capability o f the destination node 
fr o m tlie first input register; 

selecting a first or a second communication protocol using tlte inf o rmati o n 
o btained fr o m tlie first o utpu t and input registe r s as a communication protocol to be used 
between the source node and the destination node in the controller : 

setting a logical connection to be used between the source node and the 
destination node in the controller : 

st o ring accessing the first connection control register to store therein information 
for the communication protocol selected in said selec t ing s t e p bv the controller and information 
for the logical connection set in said se t ting s t ep in tlic sec o nd ou t pu t registe r bv the controller : 
and 

storing accessing the second connection control register to store therein 
information for the communication protocol selected in said selecting step by the controller and 
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information for the logical connection set in said setting step in tlic sec o nd input registe r by the 
controller . 

Claim 38 (previously presented): A method according to claim 37, wherein the 
first communication protocol is a communication protocol that uses a broadcast communication. 

Claim 39 (previously presented): A method according to claim 37, wherein the 
second communication protocol is a communication protocol that does not use a broadcast 
communication. 

Claim 40 (previously presented): A method according to claim 37, wherein the 
source node and the destination node are adapted to communicate with each other using a 
communication unit connectable to a serial bus. 

Claim 41 (previously presented): A method according to claim 37, wherein the 
source node and the destination node are adapted to communicate with each other using a 
communication unit conforming to an IEEE 1394-1995 standard. 
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